(
(}Qn School Toacher

( %’y Lyons was born in Rabbitboro, in the
County cf Roscommon and was antisecf on the 16th
March 1867. She was the cfaugﬁter of John T.
Lyons and ‘Margaret greaffy. James Lyons and
Catherine Lyons were listed as her Ea}m’sma(
Sponsors, or gocﬁoarents.

Her fatﬁer died at an ear(y age, feaw’ng 6 young
children - ’Mmy, Catherine, ’Margaret, joﬁn,
Anne and Bernard.

Details of Q\/lary’s brothers and sisters are
recorded as:

Catherine Lyons - Eajotisec{ on 14th March 1869
Parents - John Lyons and Margaret greaffy
fBaJatisma[ sponsors - ‘James grea[[y and Anne
(jrea[[y

‘Margaret Frances Lyons — Eajatiseaf on 19th March 1871
Parents - John Lyons and ‘Margaret grea[[y
CBaytisma( sponsors - John Walsh and Mary Lyons

‘Margaret emigmted to America some time around 1892 and never returned. She was a
resident of Lexington, Massachusetts when she married Martin Francis Comfy on the 28th
?l}?ri[ 1902, at the age of 31. Her niece, Annie Cullen (‘Mary Lyon’s c[augﬁter), went to stay
with her in 1913, but died two weeks later, afrer Being struck Ey a train.

joﬁn Lyons - Eajotisecf on 2nd March 1873
Parents - John Lyons and ‘Margaret erea([y
ﬂa}am’sma[ sponsors - James Lyons and Mary grea[[y
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Anne Lyons - baptised on 16th July 1875
Parents - John Lyons and ‘Margaret ereaf(y
Baptismal sponsors - Michael Lyons and Mary Lyons

Bernard Lyons - Ba}m’secf on 27th May 1877
Parents - John Lyons and ‘Margaret erea[[y
Baptismal sponsors - John Lyons and Mary Lyons

John Lyons and Margaret greaffy were married at Granlahan Catholic Church on the 16th
June 1866. John is listed as Being 23 years old at the time and ‘Margaret was 20 years of age.
The groomsman was John Greally and Mary Greally was bridesmaid. The ceremony was
yevformecf Ey Fr. P. McLougﬁ(in. John Lyon’s fatﬁer was (f the same name with his address
listed as Carrick, while Margaret’s father was called Bernard Greally from Rabbitboro.

Margaret (Greally) Lyons was listed in the 1901 Census, living in Rabbitboro, aged 55 with
her youngest son, Bernard, who was 22 at the time. The remainder of her family were most
[ikely married and living elsewhere at this time.

‘Mm’y Lyons married Dominick Cullen on the 24th December 1889 at gmnfaﬁan Catholic
Church, less than four months aﬁer the death of his first w1fe, Kate Trem{ergast The witnesses
were John Lyons from Aughamore and Catherine Kenny from Rabbitboro and the ceremony
was yewformecf Ey Fr. P. ‘McLougﬁ[in.

She is listed in the 1901 Census of Treland as a school teacher, agec[ 33 and she taugﬁt at
Carrick, Granlahan and C(oonfacf National Schools in a career spanning more than 40 years.

An article Jorintec[ ina gran[aﬁan School Reunion magazine, dated 1996, says a ‘Mrs Cullen
taugﬁt in Granlahan School ﬁ’om 1880 and gives her address as Coofatinny, just up the road
from Carrick - both these townlands are reasonaﬁ[y close for there to be confusion. In fact
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Carrick is surrounded Ey other small townlands such as Coo(atinny, Rabbitboro and
Clooncrim and some homes may be on the border (f one or more (f these.

Qf this were true she would have been on[y 13 years qf age at that time and (jmn[aﬁcm
National School was a gir(s school, with the Eoys attenc[ing the local Q\/lonastery which dates
back to 18 51.

She wasn’t necessam’[y married at that stage, so the writer qf the article migﬁt simp(y have
been referring to her By her better known married name - Mrs. Cullen. She is said to have (eft
Granlahan in 1904 to teach at Cfoonfaa[ school .

Mrs. Mary Ellen Stcm[ey was the first teacher in the new gir[s National School at Granlahan
in 1875. ‘Mrs. Stcm[’ey [ived in CBaﬂ’in[ougH and it would be reasonable to assume that she
icfentiﬁecf ‘Mary Lyons, or she was recommended to her, as a suitable trainee teacher.

In the 19th century, a person migﬁt start their teacﬁing career as a “Monitor’ or ‘Student
Teacher’ in their mid to late teens. So it is very fiﬁe[y she would have travelled to Granlahan
school with Mrs. Stanﬁzy cfai[y.

This would account for ‘Mm’y Lyons moving, immecﬁate[y, from her National School
education at the age (f 13 to her new role (f Monitor/Teacher which would (ast for 5 to 6 years
or even more.

A Cfoonfacf National School yuﬁﬁcam’on of 1994 contained an article Ey its ?m’nci}oa[ and
made reference to Mrs. Cullen, who is said to have made the journey each a{ay to and from
Cfoonfacf ina pony and trap. But in later years she optecf to reside there to avoid midweek
tmve([ing, egpecia[[y in bad weather.

Q\/ly fatﬁer, who was the last Eorn, cfren told me he hated it when it was Sunc(ay aﬁemoans
and time for his mother to leave and return to C(oonfaof. Carrick is about ﬁve or six miles from



C(oonfacf and in those years, she would have had to (ocfge in C foonfacf c[uring the worﬁing week,
as it would sim}ofy be too far to commute every afay, either By wa(léing or in horse drawn
transport.

When 1 gpoﬁe to Delia Fitzmorris, ﬁ’om C[yofaugﬁ in Ba(ﬁn(ougﬁ, she told me she remembers
her ﬁrst c[ay at school in Carrick National School and her teacher was ‘Mary Lyons, She
recalls her teacher quite well and confirmecf she was at C[oonfacf also, towards the the end cf
her teacﬁing career, eventua([y retiring due to ill health. So ﬁ’om this evidence, ‘Mary Lyons
appears to have mugﬁr at three diﬁ(erent schools.

The Carrick National School also Erougﬁt out a yuﬁ(ication in recent years and 1 have
contacted the CPrinci}aa[ and he Joromisecf to search for any details of ‘Mm’y Lyons ﬁ’om old
records available.

The Trinci}aa[ of gran[aﬁan National School, CBi[(y CPﬁi[ﬁjos, has told me he has many records
and _papers, concerning the old school, such as class roles and any member of the famify would

66 very we[come to 61’ owse tﬁrougﬁ tﬁose }90}}961’5 at cmy time.

The records (f all ‘National Schools (inc[uafing Carrick, Cfoonfad’ and gran[aﬁan) are held in
the National Archives in Dublin. ?{cconﬁ’ng to their website www.nationalarchives.ie the
Sa[ary Books, 1834-1939 contain details of payments to National School teachers. Those for
the }oem’oo{ 1834-1918 are listed, tﬁereaﬁer there is no list and the volumes are inaccessible. It
seems yossiﬁfe, tﬁer@core, that we could track ‘Mary Lyon’s career in these records.

While alive, ‘Mary Lyons was camera sﬁy and never allowed her Joﬁotograyﬁ to be taken. It
was the fami(y’s decision tﬁerg(ore to take a Joﬁoto of her as she was laid out in her coﬁ(in in
the front room of the house in Carrick, CBa(fin[ougﬁ. This }oﬁoto, on the yrevious page, shows a
y[ate of cut tobacco on her knees. It was a custom at that time, 1f you were a smoker, to fi[f a

c[ay}ot}'pefrom tﬁejofate as a marﬁ (y(regpectfor tﬁe cﬁeacf
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