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© 5>cu//mane Cullin - Cullen

until the nineteenth century, there were many surnames which were not ﬁxed”
in one c{efinite form or syef[mg. This seems to be the case with the Cullen surname and was
used as a synonym (y( a number (yf cﬁﬁferent, and cfistinctfy lesser known Trish surnames, as a
more convenient version of the name - easier to pronounce and easier to spe[[

The Cullinane surname is often 5}oe[t Cullin (c[rcyojoing the ‘ane’) and Cullen, egpeciaffy in
America and Canada, accoro{ing to various sources connected with the Cullinane and Cullinan
famify genea(ogy project website. Many with that name immigmtec[ to the U.S. and in
yarticu(ar, Boston, Massachusetts in the 19th century.

Much of this cﬁange and variation in surnames has to do with the fng(isﬁ fanguage taéing
over from Trish d'uring the nineteenth century. For examjofe - you will (y’:ren fincf in the ear[y
part qf that yeriod, }mm’sﬁ registers (isting a fami@ of children Eeing Bayn’seaf with c{zﬁ(erent
variations qf the syem’ng of their name Eeing recorded.

The (anguage of the pecyofe was Ch’isﬁ, the qﬁficia[ [anguage was fng[isﬁ and the church
registers were qut in Latin. So it’s little wonder there were so many cﬁ'screjmncies and
inconsistencies in the record'ing (f surnames.

Parishes in cﬁﬁferent counties ofren spe[t the surnames cf many fami(ies cﬁﬁ(erent(y and when
the c[érgy were tmnsfeweof from one county to another, the surnames were sometimes recorded
in }Jarisﬁ registers incorrectfy. These inconsistencies were on(y revealed in later years when
birth certificates were requestec[ Ey the famify in question.

CPerﬁa}os Dominick Cullen also cﬁanged’ his name Ey d:egrees from Cullinane, to Cullin and
eventua[fy to Cullen while in the U.S. It’s onfy a tﬁeory qf course but some Cullinane fami(ies
also used the surname Cullen intercﬁangeaﬁ[y.



‘Gtor....

The Cullen fami@ are velated in that the parent famify was origina([y located in County
Wexforcf, jorior to about 1600. At the time, the Cullens were evicted from their lands there due
to the Penal Laws. Some relocated to other areas and later returned, some crossed the channel,
but most settled tﬁrougﬁout various parts @( Treland.

The Cullens of County Wexforcf are common[y refewed’ to as Norman, ﬁaw’ng originatec{ in

Wales or Flanders. The O’Cuilleans are founcf to be descended from a Cuilin who was a
descendant of ‘Brian ‘Boru.

‘Many Cullens, now ﬁ’ving in Leitrim, are descendants from that om’gina( clan and perﬁaps our
Cullen ancestors just crossed the border to Roscommon. Dominick Cullen’s fatﬁer, Michael, was
known as Cullinane, as clearly shown on his birth certificate, yet when Dominick erected the
headstone in memory of his fatﬁer and late w1fe, he inscribed his fatﬁer’s name as Cullen.
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